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RICHARDSON NATURE CENTER 

Thoughts from Naturalist Intern, 
Katie Frias 

SAVE THE DATES 

 Wednesday, March 4, 
6:30-8:30p.m.  
Semi-Annual Raptor Care 
Meeting 

 Thursday, March 26,  
 5:30-8:30p.m.  
 Volunteer Potluck 

 Friday, April 10 and 
Saturday, April 11, 
Egg Trail and Rabbit 
Habits 

I came across a quote this summer that I felt 
really represented the Richardson staff, 
volunteers and community, “It is good people 
who make good places.” I feel so incredibly 
lucky to have been a part of the Richardson 
team for the past three seasons. During the 
summer I went out on several outreaches 
with the herps (who were fantastic 
companions). The two that really stood out to 
me were the Special Olympics at St. Thomas 
University and Experience Adventure at 
Schaper Park. This fall I transferred to the 
University of Minnesota to complete the last 
two years of my B.A. I will continue to be at 
Richardson through the end of November. I 
am also looking forward to finishing out my 

season by presenting at the upcoming MNA conference with Monica!  

Thoughts from Seasonal Naturalist,  

Sam Pappas 
It is hard to believe my season at Richardson 
Nature Center is already complete. Time has 
flown by with endless opportunities to teach 
new things and learn even more from others! 
I feel very fortunate to have spent the past 
six months at RNC and am thankful for all the 
kind people I was able to meet and form 
friendships with. My favorite part of this 
season was being a part of the community 
that thrives at RNC – from the volunteers to 
the Kits and Cubs families. It’s a real treat to 
work somewhere where familiar faces are the 
norm. I have learned something from every 
person I met this season, and for that I am 
incredibly grateful. 

  
My next moves are back West – in the beginning of December, I will 
begin a road trip across the southern United States up to Northern 
California where I will spend the winter with family before finding more 
seasonal work for the summer season. Right now, I’m guessing you may 
find me in Oregon or Wyoming by the time the snow melts, but only 
time will tell! I hope to see many of you whenever I’m able to visit 
Minnesota again, and thank you again for warmly welcoming me at 
RNC. 
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22ND ANNUAL 
ICE HARVEST SCHOOL DAY 
Thursday, January 23 
9:00a.m.–3:00p.m.  (Trained 
School Group Volunteers 
wanted)  AND 
CLIMATE CONVERSATIONS: 
ICE HARVEST 2020! 
Saturday, January 25 
8:30a.m.–2:30p.m. 
 8:30-8:45 pre-meeting 
 8:45-9:45 ice harvesting station set up 
 10-11 workshops 
 11-2 public ice harvesting event 
 2-2:30 clean up and wrap up 
 2:30-3 workshops 
(Hot soup and snacks will be served both days) 
 

Assist naturalist staff in making Minnesota history 
a fun and educational experience for elementary-
age students and families. Many volunteers are 
needed to assist with activities. Be prepared to 
spend 2 to 3 hours outside. Background historical 
information will be given. This year we are 
including climate solutions-focused workshops 
and a resource fair on Saturday.  You will have 
be able to attend workshops and the fair, as well 
as volunteer with ice harvesting activities.  

Staff Contact:  Kimi Aisawa Romportl  
 

CANDLELIGHT AND CHOCOLATE 
Friday, February 14 
(decorating and set up, time TBD) 
Saturday, February 15 
5:00-9:30p.m.  
(actual program, 6:00-9:00p.m.) 
Sunday, February 16 (clean up, time TBD)  
 

Assist with this annual program for adults. 
Several volunteers are needed to: decorate/set 
up, welcome and direct participants, pass out 
snowshoes, assist with kicksledding, tend a 
campfire, set out and bring in luminaries, and 
clean up. 
Staff Contact:  Allie Gams 

SNOWSHOE & KICKSLED RENTAL 
ASSISTANT 
Saturdays, 10:00a.m.–12:00p.m. and/or 
1:00–3:00p.m.  Sundays, 1:00- 3:00p.m. 
 

Help welcome and assist park guests, when we 
get enough snow, with fitting snowshoes & 
trail guidelines. Also, assist guests with 
kicksleds on Muskrat Pond, when conditions 
allow. We will give an on-site training. Let us 
know if you’re interested, so we can establish 
an on-call list. 

Volunteer Opportunities      
Please sign up by calling 763.694.7676 or emailing RichardsonNC@threeriversparks.org  
New volunteers—please contact Kimi for an interview 763.694.7676 

PROJECT FEEDERWATCH 
Every other Thursday & Friday 
(Call RNC for exact dates) 
9:00-11:00a.m. 

 

New, novice and expert birders watch, 
identify, count, and record birds at the feeders 
outside the Fireplace Room windows. Tally 
data for this national citizen science project, 
through Cornell Lab of Ornithology.  

SNOWSHOE HIKES 
December 28, January 11 & February 1 
Saturdays, 1:45-4:00p.m. 
 

Volunteers are needed to assist the naturalist and 
participants with fitting snowshoes, staying 
together on the hike, and putting snowshoes 
away. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE SLEDDING & S’MORES 
Tuesday, December 31 
11:30-4:00p.m. 
Build and maintain a campfire for families that 
are sledding, help with hot beverages at the 
front desk and greet guests. 

CANDLELIT TRAILS 
Tuesday, February 11 
5:30-8:30p.m.  
 

This is a free event open to all ages with a 
lantern-lit trail and pond for hiking or 
snowshoeing, kick sledding and  camp fire. 
Volunteers are needed to assist with setting 
out and lighting lanterns, campfire tending, 
kicksledding and snowshoe rental. 

FREE FAMILY FUN DAYS 
Sundays 
2:45-4:15p.m. 
 

Dec 1    Meet the Amphibians 
Dec 8    Hike w ith a Naturalist 
Dec 15  Backyard Birds 
Dec 22  Nature Prints 
Dec 29  Ice Art 
Jan 12   MN Mammals 
Jan 19  Digital Scavenger Hunt 
Jan 26  Minnesota Raptors 
Feb 2    Snow Sculptures 
Feb 9    Winter Campfire  
Feb 23  Meet the Reptiles 
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 Herp Update 

Nature Musings: Changes vs Traditions 
 

by Pauline Bold, Naturalist 

Due to the decision of its funding body, Warner Nature 
Center is closing at the end of this year. Their staff 
decided to place their painted turtle at RNC. He is in 
quarantine until we have a better idea of what he is like 
and how the two turtles will interact, but you can expect 
to see him on exhibit soon. We added a male toad to 
the line-up as well. He and the female toad are 
coexisting peacefully so far. Thank you to all the herp 
care volunteers who have helped to care for these 
animals as we integrate them to the animal teaching 
team! 

Sitting in a darkish house on October 21, the weather is rainy, to say the least. 
The wind is blowing. The temperature will soon be taking another dip. Are the 
weather patterns changing? Scientists say it is so. Winter is predicted to be 
warmer here, but with a chance of a whole lot of snow. Lovers of snow will most 
likely be excited. While those who prefer warmer winter temperatures may also 
be looking forward to a not so cold season. Will the warmer temperatures make 
a difference in the quality, along with the quantity of the snow? We will just 
have to wait and see. We all know how fickle winter weather can be in 
Minnesota. 

 

A lot of snow with warm temperatures could also affect the depth of the ice on lakes and ponds. 
The tradition of harvesting ice could be impacted. I guess we will find out, if the predictions hold 
true. It has happened in the past, followed by a totally different weather pattern the next year. 
 

Changes are just a part of life. They come and they go. Sometimes they are good, sometimes they 
are not. Still they need to be dealt with, which can provide opportunities to grow and experience 
new opportunities in our world. 
 

Traditions on the other hand, are usually a constant, or at least have a base to work upon. We can 
get very comfortable in our traditions, and when change comes it can be difficult to deal with. But 
deal we must, and hope for new traditions to take the place of the lost ones. 
 

Most of us who live here in the north country don’t mind having snow for the holidays. As long as 
we can travel to our destinations safely. Sometimes the “changes” get in the way, and we can be 
content to stay home, safe and warm. The holiday can always be celebrated on another date. 
Holidays aren’t “dates”, they are life’s corner stones. They are what we build our hopes, dreams, 
and lives upon. They are important in our lives. For those who grew up without any traditions, they 
can always start their own, and create them to fit their wishes. 
 

It’s when traditions are disrupted that we can become sad, lonesome, confused, not knowing what 
to do to fill the loss. This is where we humans have the capability to create our own life 
experiences to fill in the gap left behind by a lost tradition. 
 

Nature has a way of coping with changes. It is actually quite resilient at adapting. Sometimes the 
changes can’t be adapted to, and other events happen to create new scenarios. Nature can be a 
wonderful catalyst and teacher to help us grow through our changes. 
 

Life is full of changes, traditions, adapting, coping, and offers the chance to be creative. So, when 
the changes come, I hope you can find the way to make them good ones. 
           

  Embrace the winter months ~  
                Know that spring will return ~  

         And enjoy the traditions and changes ~ 

Nature Arts & Crafts Fair 
This year’s craft fair was a 
huge success. Over 750 
attended the event. $950 and 
175 pounds of food was 
donated to VEAP food shelf. 
Thank you to all that came to 
the craft fair and for donating 
time and food. 



 Volunteer Corner 

Volunteer, Louise Holden, 
received two trees planted 
in the Volunteer Forest in 
Hyland Lake Park Reserve 
for her 4,500 & 4,750 
hours of volunteer service 
for the Park District.  She 
was among six other 
honorees that attended the 
tree planting ceremony on 
October 23rd. 
Congratulations, Louise! 

Thank you to Tim Andersen 
for sharing his design and 
carpentry skills in creating 
this interactive display that 
was rolled out at our 
Climate Conversation and 
Trivia night at HHSA. We 
have big plans for the 
future of this creative 
display! 

OWL PARTY FOR VOLUNTEERS! 
Friday, January 10, 7:00-8:30p.m. 
 

We are having an Owl Party and full moon hike 
just for volunteers! All volunteers and guests are 
welcome to join in on the fun. Staff are 
welcome, too! 
 

 Learn about the 12 owl species that call 
Minnesota home with naturalist, Pauline Bold 

 Learn about Saw-whet Owl Banding with 
Michelle Cook, a volunteer at Three Rivers 
Park District and The Raptor Center 

 Denis Hahn, retired Director of Outdoor 
Education, is writing a new song for the party 

 Take a hike with Pauline to call for Barred 
Owls and return to the fire pit to continue 
listening for their calls. (weather permitting) 

 If you are unable to go on the hike, you can 
stay and tend the fire until we return from 
the short hike 

 Call or email RNC to sign up 

VOLUNTEER PROFILE: 
MARY BONNER, 
RAPTOR CARE 

 

What do you like to do in 
the winter? Stay inside 
and read a book by the 
fire with hot chocolate (I 
make it from scratch) 
 

What is your favorite 
raptor? My favorite is the 
great grey. They are 

ethereal! They’re so calm and kind of 
mysterious. When they fly it looks like they’re 
floating! 
 

What made you want to do raptor handling 
here? Wendy Andersen! She talked it up. She 
loves it here  I thought it would be nice to 
work with education birds as opposed to wild 
birds. To have a positive relationship instead of 
an adversarial one. 
 

What’s something new you’re learning? Spanish! 
I took a course. It’s such a challenge, because I 
have no aptitude for language. But I won’t give 
up! We lived in Spain for 6 months, but I can’t 
say I progressed at all. I can understand more 
than I can speak. 
 

What’s a fact about you that people might not 
know? I’m a serious biker! I’m in a bike group. 
We ride every Sunday morning around Lake 
Minnetonka. I rode the Gitchi Gummi (Cable to 
Bayfield) and the Iron Man this year (both trails 
and organized rides). My goal is to start getting 
into more events. 

Check out our new mud kitchen in the Outdoor 
Exploration Area.  It is made by Girl Scout, 
Kristina Cook, for her Gold Award. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM YOUR FRIENDS 
AT RICHARDSON NATURE CENTER! 


